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te-of e-art aluminum. hending reshnology, and a body i (presenaly hicading Flskes Automotive], [
andd other grucnires made of conposice, magnesium alloy, | the mmother lods with thar design, tipping & nch vei of
and ahaminiitn eompsnent. | styling eues that have sopd the test of a decadel fends and

Alheugh the Vilamte's auerdl design b an understated amd refned os one wold expect from
Aston Martin, the car’s ssserthee finen and ereases ghe it an dggresshe appeorance.
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Flight of Fancy

Seven Swedish cows—or at least their epidermises—
are employed for the cabin upholstery.
The Bridge of Weir leather covers nearly everything
except for the control panels and hardware.

in Gaydaon, Warwickshire, England. Therz, the engine is | 1,000-wan Bang & Olufen sound system, which impresses

mated with the Virage, 1o specifications will warm the
heart of any meterhead: The all-aluminum, 5,935 ce engine
breaches through 48 valves driven by four cams. Classic in
architecture, the mill develops 490 hp and 420 f& b of
torque 2t 6,500 rpm. But it delivers B5 percent of that
torgue at a loping 1,500 rpaon. Ina car destined for Jong
hauls on epen roads, nothing exceeds an easygoingVW-12 in
delivering comfort, smoothaess, and sophistication.

While not a worque maonster like some of today’s bigiess,
the Virage & sill plenty quick, sccelerating fom zemm to &)
mph in about 4.5 seconds and, acconding o the factory.
capable of reaching 186 mph

THAT TOP-SPEED FIGURE applics to the Volante whether the
top i wp or down, The convertible is—thanks to it thick,
well-insulsted fabric hood (s the British call the wop)—as
soundproof and as civilized a5 the coupe, but i reason for
being is best appreciarsd with the top down and cares
theown o the wind, A balles of serves and mechanical odds
and ends stows the camves beneach 2 sleek tonnesu and
rranstorms a geod-losking car into supermode] marerial
With the wind deflector in place, the Volant=s aceupants
can comverse at polite decibel levels—even when the car s

with it prademark oweeters that rise more quickly than
fairy-ring mushrooms from the dash and produce & credibée
soundstage for great music tecorded in venues large and
small The exhaust s another source of audinogy pleasure. In
Sport maode, the Volante emirs 3 spine-tingling rasp that isas
raucous and inappropriare as it 13 addictve, Savor is in small
doses, or at least sway from the neighbors, libmrnes, and
honpital zomes

Sport mode, which &5 engaged by pushing a button on
the dash, remaps the shift poines of the Virage's Touchtronic
11 f-speed automaric transmzssion 5o that the system holds
gears wnti redline. Sport mode alo opens the exhaus Qaps
for greater gas fAow.

Ascon Martin does ot offer the Visage with 2 manual
transmissaan, bt the Z-F--'l'lgi neersd gu:r'l:m i jdl.‘.]L-l}
suited o the fexble V-12. You shift gears wing leather-
covered magnesium paddles of, on lazy days, the glas burron
on the dash marked "I It & adjacent vo the foemidable slec-
tromie key, which is centered apnid 3 tidy kayout of burtors.

Ax almosr 4,200 pounds, theVirage is not a fextherweight,
hut its weight @ distribaed pesfectly, 50:50, becawse the
engine is pushed back toward the firewall and the mansmas-
slon & rear-mounmed. Aston Martin’s jodicious selection of

ac speed. They alio can enjoy music from the opdonal | lyghrweighs materials and 2 bonded-alwminum chassis have

The interior design of the Virage frntures simple, elogant planes and surfoces ared offers good visibidity sut frort end o the ddes.
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