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Great Escapes

Beach
Bungalows

Whether Tnu'_re looking for an intimate cottage or
a family-style villa, these plush California resorts offer
amazing amenities with all the comforts of home.

N 1003, NEARLY 50 PERCENT OF THE PEOFLE WHO BOOEED a hotel
for fun in Californda wers ffom Callfornin (why leave a good thing?), but the mext
higheest number of tourists (2.6 parcent]) came from Arizona, as is ssually the case.
Wi kiow & gocd thing when we see ofe, tod, and those cool Pacific waters sing ta

us enck like perpth

] sirens. Weal

we're simply powerl

d by e desert’s relontless hisat,

to thelr meelodi

Hnewing and accapting this, you can now
plan your best California beach wcation ever,
For some that might mean staying at & lop-
tar rosart with Wap-rate service; for others it
might mean rending o tenered beach houss
of o ritry haoted.

The mast savey summer travelars, hows
arver, will get the besi of both wodds by
booking a privaze buegalow, villa or casita
at ope of the state’s bost resorts, wiich are
catching om to the fact that Fueets doe Bbe-
pasarily want 1o leave the comfiorts of home
bohind - thy juist want to leave their homes.
Cozy coupbes wil eejoy extra privacy and, in
somse cases, direct access 1o sandy beach-
e (perfect for hose quinotic long walks),
while families zan take sdvantage of fall
kitchens, spacieus living rooms and mul-
tple bathrooms.

Check out three of our Bsvorite southern
California resorts that kmow bow to menge
luxury with fumilbarioe

Hotel del Corcnade:

flat, barren Coronsdo Island for $110,000 in
1886 and bullt the lavish, Victorian-style
Hotel del Coronado a year later for Sy mil-
lian, they only dreamed of constracting &
resoey that would become the scutthebuart of

Dveam come trae.

With the help of sugar magnate John D,
Sprechels, who lept the hotel afloat during
a depreasion kn the 18908 as sobe proprietar
and inventor of the carmival-like Tent City
across the way, the Del was cemented in
history as one of the most storied, signifi-
cant and scenic resorts in America. Today,
it's a favorite summer destination for Pleoe-
niclans, whe Bock to the stately mansion,
with its signature marcon nuerres, for some
much-needed beach time and ampls fam-
ly-Iriaedly activities.

Yorur brood wor't balk at any one of the
Del's o0~ B0 goo-pguare-foot lavish sultes,
st the rosort took family weeationdng to a
new livvel of sophistication last year when it
rolled oul Besch Village at the Del, a private
enclave of onirious eoeanfront cotiages and
villas, Ranging firom ooy [uestrooms o teo-
lewel, ihree-bedroom mites, cach cotiage and

R
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villa offers the comforts of a full-size home,
inclading great roomsa with freplaces, cushy
onuches and 4a-inch Bat-sereen TV, spacious
dining areas, gourmet kitchens, bathrooms
with elegant soaldng mabs and sepamte show-
&rs, and wraparound ponches.

Sequestered from the hustls of the main
hioted, the villas still Inchudie the perks. of stay-
ingg it the Died, just with a towsh mone privacy
(they're 3o coxy, in fact, you might feel a bt
naughty staying here, as If you've snuck into
someone’s personal beach house). They're

Phognix Magazine

perfect for larger fumilies who like to sprawl]
out with Uwelr sumser gear - or a romantic
retreat for two summering shutterbugs.

The willas also include exclissive soooss
to smaller pools and kot tubs, and closer
proximity to the 28 acres of Coronado’s
pristine white beaches.

Dont let the private digs deter you from
enjorying all the Dl has to offer, however; such
as dinkng at amé of foair restaunRns, it
ing the chic wine bar ENO; splurging at one
of ry shops clustered along a quaint board-

walk that meanders throughout the property
(everything from kitschy candy to designer
duds s swilable); indulging in & soothing
spa treatment (try the Shell Coronado mas-
aage, which uses warm tger clam shells and
wromatherapy ofls to lmead out those knots);:
or renting bikes to padal arcund the laland
Kids get an extra bonus with the resort'’s VIE
(Very lmportant Kid) package launched last
summer, which gives guests ages 4 bo 13 exira
perks throughout thelr stay,

If you get o touch of island fever, take
the short drive scross the bridge that con-
necta Coronado with downtown San Diego,
where SeaWorld, the USS Midway Museum
and the historic Gaslamp Quarter offer end-
less entertainment for fumilies. Too tourlsty?
A belsurely stroll around the island pays off
with an afiernoon’s warth of perasing quaint
shopa filled with beachy knickhmacks and
grabbing s bite ot ary number of bustling ca-
fiés (check out Burger Lounge for the laland's
most mouthwatering patties).

Rofes for Beach Village af The Del range
Jrom Bégo to Rjg50 per might. For special
packages, vislt delbeacknvillage.com.

Terranea Resort
100 Terranea Way, Rancho Palos Verdes
BEE-BO2-B00D0, MNrFEMRA oM

Perched on the Palos Verdes Feninsula
just south of Los Angeles, this sprawling re-
sart overlooking the Pacific Dosan combines
the cassal attitude of southerm Californis
with all the elagance of a levish Mediterm-




nean oitate. it docsn't huare that the propenty
ls postoard-pretty, lther, with s distinctive
blulfs and haunting beach cove making ap-
poaranoes in several TY shows and movies.

Throw In &n swsrd-winsleg, nine-haols,
par-3 golf courss, thres pools with cosan
views, & full-service spa, and eight ecectc
retaurants, bars and cafis, and you have
yourselfl ome serioos summer destination
Without the history of, sy, Hotel Del Corg-
nado behind it, Terranea temipts farther with
bim promise of balag ks populsied. (1t often
books o mpacity, actualby, but the 1w0a-acm
properly cnsures & more sechuded feel.)

For tha highest level of privacy - and tha
mast expansive views [yos, thet's Cataling
Izland in the near distance) - book cne of
o osanfront casitas, 32 ocean view villas
ar a0 spa bungalows, each of which offers
the posh amenithes of the jéo-room re-
sort without feeling cramped by too many
neighboring guests.

Located in an exclusive enclave of the
property; the villss featare two-, three- and
four-hasdroom flaor plans somplets with &
fiall kitchen, living room, lange outdoor tar-
mce and & garage. Sty here especlally If
you're working ai your swisg, as the villas
open up to views of the golf course.

Even couher, the resbdential-liles cosltas,
situated an the sast and west blaffs of the pen-
Imsala, offer twn- and thres-bedrooms, along
rooms, fully cutfitied kKichens, washers aod
dryerd, and fireplaces bath indaors and out.

Spa fanatics should opt for one of the
k- bereery bungalows, whioh affer breath-
taking ooean views, discounts on select spa
sarvinos, all-day dining at the Spa Café, and &
peern ] concberge who can armngs anything
from dinner roservations to kiyak reatals.

Rates start ai $835 for bungalows, $d8c
Jor easitar and £i,07 for vilfar, Summar gpe-
clals Imetude the "Kids Rule Viaoarion Colebra-
thory Package,™ which features a S100 resort
orwidilt pev might, good for golf| spa, dining, or
rcredion. Available through December 3,
aoi1 Resirictions appily.

Rancheo Valencia = an Auberge Rosort
E1Ed Calle Valancla, Rancho Santa Fe
BE6-BPE-6442, vilauranchovalencis, com

‘While the sunny beaches of La Jolla
bockon families to southern California, it
the off-shore scthvities that drive gussts to
thils bushy §o=scre resort in tes tony nedghbors
hood of Randhe Sants Fe. Pamdlies in need of
& break from the beach scone can try their
hands a1 tennis, booce ball, crogpeet amd golf
wt ths world -renowned Torrey Pines nsarby
O sienply escapo tothe Spa ar Rancha Valen-
ola, where revitalizing treatments play with
cdtrus, mint, green tea and mvocado to perk
up parched sanbathers,

The 4o swanky, mnch-style sultes on this
peetile property dont disappaint, but if you
camn, shell out f1,500 per night o lhe Hie
royalty in one of the mescrt’s g Juury vil-
las. Amilsble for ownorship, cach of the vil-
las featisres 500 square feet of Indoor and

Beach Bungalows
7 i

o bdoor Living space; three bednirams, thoes
and & half bathroams, & prhmbe entry court,
a jetted hot tub, indooriutdoor freplaces,
and a patio grill Costom fomishings; hand-
painted ties throughout and private garden
patios leod wike villas' quiatessential Cali-
fornia haciands look,

Mok good snough? Rent the Haclends, a
grandiose ooo-square-foot adobe  home,
featuring three suites, a private swimming
poal, three weod-buming freplaces, & spa
and private garden patio. It's no bargain at
#4725 per naght, but the prvacy you'll as-
surmn is unparalleled, and vills guests still
harve: acoess to the resort’s 18 tennis courts,
fitmaes center, §pa, Fwimming pocls and din-
g fnciliies (Exscutive (hel Ere Bsoer's new
mena at the resort's signature restaamnt foa-
tares brawserie-style comfort oulsinos soch &
B-hour braised short ribs and hand-selocted
hoscall eywtera)

The opulenes comtinues with a compli-
mentary Mercedes-Benz for guests itching
o drive into town (available on o Brst-come,
first-parved basis) and eroquet and tennis
lsasons coupled with cockialls and char-
cuterie every Thursday evening throaghout
summier ($13 per parscn).

— Asidea Doahd cxin be reached ar
phomag@eiticneestpub.com,
™
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