> > WIN! VIP TICKETS TO RINGLING BROS. AT OCFAMILY.COM

OCFAMILY

K105 HOME. LIFE. | JUME 2011 | QGFAMLY.CON
SIZZLING
SuMMER GET IN THE
i |

fun ideas!
e B GAME

OUR OBSESSION WITH YOUTH SPORTS:
Why we do it. Why we love it!
W
- Sy -
i l*' v . in i .'ll_'.lf'
. ﬁi';!mr pEtition has
LNy
hecome a fami

DRINK M

The dangers of dehydration
h&“& g --.. = . h“-

l*"

R 3
BT R, G T
e i
. . .

Ty

II\‘.ECTUEIE H -I_- JCATION
R T

I-NRE!—HFHT =< SPORTS
SUMMER F_-_-*-'IILY _I-'I ML T




Our resort retreat started in an unusual way:
driving novth for a change. It was such a
strange sensation te net have the sweeping
blue Pacific on my right-hand side, a5 we
always seem to head south for our escapes,
This time, our getaway surroundings were
that of the industrial, urban 405 freeway

The promise of resart life finally
appeared as we exited the concreta jungle
and were welcomed by the lush, rolling
hillsides of Palos Verdes. As tha terrain
changed, so did my mndseat. | was ready to
embrace this exclusiva luxwry nook I'd heard
few speak of. After just over an hour of
driving, my family and | arrived at Terranea.
The sprawling 102-acre resort located
at the Palos Verdes Peninsula is artfully
sculpted above the ocean, and has only
existed since June of ‘09,

The region was discovered by Spanish
explorers in the 1500s, but those who grew up
in Southern California may remember it by one
of its more recent incamations: Marineland of
the Pacific, the former ocean theme parkc.

Located up a steep rise from the water,
atop the Palos Verdes Peninsula, the
luxurious Mediterranean resort indulges
with remarkable 270-degree oceanfront
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Terranea Resort,
Pa os Verdes
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views, Mative, drought-resistant landscaping
fills the grounds of Terranea.

After checkmg in, we dropped our
bags at our lovely oceanfront room,
which was splashed with beachy, classic
California design touches. The chaice
of accommodations at Terranea is vast,
with 582 hotel rooms, 20 twor bedroom
bungalows, 50 casitas overlooking the
Pacific, and 32 willas

After sattling in, it was time to get the
Lay of the land, hit the pool and explare all
that Terranea has to offer. With kids i tow,
though, we first needed food. We headad
owver to the resort's main poal and checked
out the Terranea Grill, which has an open-air
Moroccan feel; the Catalina Kitchen, which
serves Mediterranean-meets-Southern
California fare; and fnally considerad
Melson's, a scenic, casual eatery just beyond
the property's edge. We settied where we
started: by the pool for a quick bite.

With beflies full, we picked our poclside
spot and began to umwind. Terranea offers
three heated swirnming poals [one for all ages
and ane for those 18 and older; the third is
the Spa Pood) and a 140-font watershide. While
I'd love to gush about the slide, it was closed

1. The Terranea resort ovarloaks the
Palos Verces Peninsula 2, The 140-faot
waterslide s very popular with the kids
3. Enjoy sunset around bhe fire atop a
hilkside bluff.
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1. Built on the former home of Marineland
tha mrawung rasart has anly bean open
sinee June 2008 2, You will fesl pampened,
yat right 8t home, on this stunning property.

during our stay for unexpected maintenance,
solcan't attest to its wildly entertainng
wiays. | did, howeves, hear from others whose
kidts spent hours the previous day going up
and down the shde.

Mow comfortable with our surroundings
and with a little swirming out of the kids'
systems, | did what any sane, stressed mom
wiould doe | checked my kids into the Chitdren's
Ceriter at Terrarea and then relaxed poclside
with my skinny rmargarita, Abin - a reward for
mi, and & fun time of crafting, baking and
games for my little pecple.

A lovely extensicn of the Children's
Center is the Family Painting Class offerad to
farnilies just before sunset. We &at amongst
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picric tables overlooking the ocean with
ous blank canvases and & wide selection of
paints and brushes, The only thing an our
ggenda: paint te our heart's content and
capture the stunning scenery in front of us.

As the waves crashed and the mist
bathed our Faces, we flled our canvases.
and for slmost &80 minutes, | actually put
my iPhone down — you can't email, text or
twest while painting. As we worked on our
creatiens, our knowledgeable instructor
shed light on our color choices, as well a8
some resort insight, such as the fFact that
our exact painting spot was the backdrop
for the filming of &l three “Firates of the
Canbbean™ mavies.

We later opted for dinner at the Cataling
Kitchen, which was a treat. With a focus
on the cuisine elements of Spanish, French
Riviera, Greek and Southern italian dishes,
the restawrant offers an array of choices.

But | chose an item that wase't on the menw.

The chef there was kind enough to whip me
up & delicious vegetarian pasta rich with
a crearmy Alfredo-like sauce and a host of
fresh vegetables - so filling. The children
were keen on the kids' menu, tod.

The next meening, we stopped by the
concierge desk (a definite must-do to
get the best scoop on activity options)
and made our day's plan of attack. Soon,
we headed back out for more Terranaa
axploring. Wi walked above the cliff-tap
trails (which offer a great overview of the

property), and we kept our eyes out for
native blue buttesflies, great harmed owls,
gray whates and dolphing - but they eluded
us. However, our time together with no
glectronic devices did not go unnoticed o
unappreciated.

A few post-trall funincluded croguet
and horseshoes on the resort's courtyard
grounds and the putting greens at the
Links at Terrance. Mow, we arer't a golfing
family, so practice putting was the extent
of gur golf. But if you are a golf enthusiast,
the resort's oceanfronk course is a 9-hole
par-3 wonder. Also, Trump National Gold
Club, & public course, is just 3 miles south of
Terranea's property.

That eviening, we hit the lobby for
chocolate milk and checkers by the fireplace.
Finally, we enjoyed dinner at Melson's for
their fresh California cemfort food and a
spectacular sunset, Showcasing a view of
the Point Vicente Lighthouse and Cataling
lsland, the restaurant is ane of the most
spenic locations in Pales Verdes. The kids
loved the view and patio fire pits. We kept
tihe mesl light. quick and kid-friendly with
a simple appetizer of seemingly endless
cheesa feies, which we couldn't finish

As we |eft the resart's rolling hills, | was
glad that this time we went north instead of
south. Sometimes it's Eﬂﬂd to go right when
you always go left. |

terranea.com




